An outbreak of Chagas' disease in southwestern Bahia, Brazil.
An outbreak of 20 cases of acute Chagas' disease followed the movement of Triatoma infestans into the county of Riacho de Santana, Bahia, Brazil. The outbreak was unusual in that the majority of cases occurred in adults. Vector control measures were implemented. Three years after the outbreak, a rural community was examined to determine the extent of human infection and disease due to Trypanosoma cruzi. Ninety of 440 residents (20.5%) had serologic evidence of infection, but rates of electrocardiographic (EKG) abnormalities were low. Comparison of age-specific rates of seropositivity and EKG abnormalities with rates from areas with endemic Chagas' disease supported the hypothesis of a recent epidemic. Control measures appear to have interrupted transmission in the region.